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Who was Bishop Absalon 

Copenhagen replaces 
Roskilde as Capital 

Margaret I  

Renaissance & King 

Renaissance & King 
Christian IV 

18th Century 

19th Century 

What Happened in 1847? 
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Danish Archbishop and 
Warrior Statesman 

Closest Advisor of King 
Valdemar I 

Main Goal - free Denmark 
from Holy Roman Empire 

Territorial Expansion in Baltic 
Sea 

Bishop Absalon 
1128-1201 
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Founded Copenhagen 1167 

Churches & Abbeys 

Enormous Herring Fishery 

Bishop Absalon 
1128-1201 
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Built Slotsholmen Fortress  

Protect Trade from Hanseatic States & Pirates 

Under the Foundations of the present Christiansborg Castle 

Slotsholmen Fortress  
Absalon Castle 
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Under the Foundations of the present Christiansborg Castle 

Slotsholmen Fortress  
Absalon Castle 



Copenhagen – the Medieval Fortress City of Bishop Absalon 

Kalmar Union 

Kingdoms of Norway, Sweden, 

and Denmark together under a 

single monarch until 1523 

Named Erik of Pomerania King 

Remained as Regent 

King Albrecht 
hands over the 

Swedish crown to 
Queen Margaret I 
of Denmark, 1389 
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6-year-old engaged to the 18-year-old King Haakon VI of 

Norway 

1388 – Ruler of Denmark, Norway & Sweden 

Margaret I of Denmark 
1353-1412 



Copenhagen – the Medieval Fortress City of Bishop Absalon 

Erik III Norway 

Eric VII Denmark 

Eric XIII of Sweden 

King of Denmark, Sweden and 
Norway, the Wends and the 
Goths, Duke of Pomerania 

Struggled against Hanseatic 

Deposed by Nobility 

Moved to Gotland 

Piracy against Merchant Trade 

 

King Eric 
1381-1459 
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University of Copenhagen 

founded by King Christian I in 

1479 

Destroyed Bombing 1801 

(British) 

Rebuilt 1836 

2nd Oldest in Scandavania 

 

Courtyard circa 1600 
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1596 at the age of 19 

most Popular, Ambitious, and 
Proactive Danish King 

Many Reforms and Projects 

Built Cities 

Navy & Army 

Bakken – World’s Oldest 
Amusement Park (1583) 

Rides, Games, Restaurants 

 

Christian IV 1577-1648 
Rosenborg Castle 1606 



City Rich & Prosperous 

Economic, Military, Religious, Cultural Centre for Nordic region 

First Trading Companies with sole rights with lands overseas 

Factories Set Up to Maximize Domestic Production 
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Rundetaarn (Round Tower) 1642 

University Observatory until 1861 

2nd Oldest in Scandavania 

University Library above Kirk 



Holmen Kirk (1563) 



Holmen Kirk Pulpit (1662) 

Depicts Christian History from Moses to Jesus Christ 



Christians Bryghus (Brewery) 1608 



Børsen (Børsbygningen) Stock Exchange (1624) 
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Personal Obsession with 
Witchcraft 

Brother-in-Law James VI 

297 Witch Trials (up to 15) 

When one of the ships bearing 
his sister Anne of Denmark to 
Scotland sank, Christian blamed 
it on black magic. 
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18th Century - Wealth - Fires - Plague 
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June 1711 to March 1712 plague haunted Copenhagen 

Killed about a Third of the Population 
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Copenhagen Fire of 1728 

20 - 23 October 

28% of City Lost 

Restaurateur Peder Rasmussen & 
wife, Anne Iversdatter. 

Blamed it on their 7 year old Son 
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Copenhagen Fire of 1795 (July 5-7) 

Christiansborg Palace and Church Ruined 

Palace Built by Christian VI 50 years Earlier 
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Nicolai Church 

Basin holding 400 barrels of water adjacent 

When Fire broke out – No One had Key 

Afterwards – We should have kicked in the Door 

Between the 2 Fires Nearly all of Medieval & Renaissance Destroyed 
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Trade and the Wealth Peaked in 18th Century 

Amalienborg Palace (1748) King Frederik V statue 
Christian VII’s Palace 

Christian VIII’s Palace 

Frederik VIII’s Palace 

Christian IX’s Palace (Home Queen Margrethe II and Prince Consort Henrik) 
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Queen Margrethe II 

Prince Henrik 
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Frederiksstaden (1749) (neighborhood) 

Amalienborg Palace and Frederik's Church center 

The Royal Hospital (Frederik Hospital) south side  
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19th Century  

The British are Coming! 

Fleet Destroyed by Nelson 1801 

1807 General Lord Cathcart 

300 Congreve Rockets 

British Feared Closing Baltic 
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City’s Ramparts Oldfashioned 

Bankrupt - Denmark ceded 

Norway to Sweden in 1813 

College of Advanced 

Technology 

1829  Hans Christian Ørsted 

King Frederick VI of 

Denmark & Norway 

1768-1839 
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1830-40 Recovery – City Grew 

past Ramparts 

1847 1st Central Rail Station 

1847 – Odin (Steam Engine) 

Service to Roskilde 

Tivoli & Vauxhall 



Constitutional Monarchy 

King Frederik VII signed 1849 - 
ending to absolute monarchy 

1859 - Copenhagen Zoo 

Copenhagen Zoo (Zoologisk Have) 
1859 visitors could see chickens - 
ducks - owls - rabbits and one fox. 
In a tub was also a little turtle.  



1863 1st Tramcar (horsedriven) 

1877 1st Telephone 

1881 22 Subscribers 

1879 Trans Atlantic Hub 

Passenger Ship to US 

1898 1st Payphone 

1896 - First motor vehicle in Copenhagen (Diamler) 



1905 Rådhuset (Townhall) 

1906 1st Powered Flight 

421 M 50 CM high 

1908 1st Flush Toilet 

1928 3rd Christiansborg Palace 

1896 - First motor vehicle in Copenhagen (Diamler) 



 Edvard Eriksen, unveiled 

August 1913 

Model Eline Eriksen (Wife) 

Vandalized Several Times 

Several Copies around the 

World 

 The Little Mermaid from Hans Christian Andersen’s fairy tale 
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Any Thoughts or Questions? 

 

Nogen tanker eller spørgsmål 



What Happened in 1847? 

Carlsberg Brewery Founded 
The Elephant Gate (1901) 


