
Helsinki ς the Daughter of the Baltic 

Dr. Tom 

Copyright © 2016 



Helsinki ï the Daughter of the Baltic 

Antiquity 

Area First Populated by Lapp People 

Finnish Speaking People 
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Antiquity 

Area First Populated by Lapp (Sami) People 

Finnish Speaking People 
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Raids on Sweden 

Eric IX Conquered 1157 

Christianity (RC) 

Turku 13th Century 
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Turku Castle 1280 



Helsinki ï the Daughter of the Baltic 

Turku Cathedral 1300 
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Established as a trading town on the mouth of Vantaanjoki River 
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King Gustav I of Sweden in 1550 (Helsingfors) 

Rival to the Hanseatic  Reval (today known as Tallinn) 

Ordered the Burghers (Merchant Citizens)of Rauma, Ulvila, 

Porvoo and Tammisaari to settle Helsinki 
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Ordered the Burghers (Merchant Citizens)of Rauma, Ulvila, 

Porvoo and Tammisaari to settle Helsinki 

Not very Successful ï No one wanted to move 
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Remained a Fishing Village 

Lutheran 

Bible (NT) Written in Finnish (1548) 

Mikael Agricola created written Finnish 

Erik XIV took Reval (1561) 

 

Erik XIV 
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Count Per Brahe the Younger (Swede) 17th Century 

Founded 10 Towns 

Improved & Developed Commerce & Education 

Royal Academy of Turku 



Helsinki ï the Daughter of the Baltic 

High Taxation 

Continuing Wars 

Little Ice Age 

Tar industry ï European Ships 

Lutheran Orthodoxy (Literacy) 

Famine (1696-99) 
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Sweden vs. Russia/Denmark-Norway/Saxony-

Poland/Prussia/England 

Sweden Lost Southern & Eastern Baltic Coast 

Russia now Major Baltic Power 
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18th Century 

Potato Farming 

Hot Air Balloon (1784) 

See-Saw Between Swede & Russian Dominance 

90% of the population were ñpeasantsò  ñfree taxed yeomenò 

King Gustav III 

Peter the Great 
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18th Century 

Suomenlinna (Sveaborg) Sea Fortress (1748) 
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Peasantry Remained Free 

Extensive Autonomy 

Helsinki made Capital 1812 

Turku University moved 

Lutheranism 

Czar & Grand Dukes of Finland 

Russian Grand Duchy (19th Century) 
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Traveled throughout Finland 

Conquered Hearts of the 

People 

Ulla one of His Consorts? 

Senate ran Internal Matters 

Alexander I, Czar & Grand Duke of Finland 

Ulrica ñUllaò Ottiliana Möllersvärd 
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Growing Economy 

Turned Helsinki into version 

of St Petersburg 

New and Grandiose Buildings 

ñFinland is the only province 

of my vast empire, which 

hasnôt given me a momentôs 

cause for worry.ò 

Nikolai I, Czar & Grand Duke of Finland with Charlotte of Prussia 
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Favorite Czar of the Finns 

Industrialization 

Industrial Trade Fair 1876 

When his Life was 

Threatened, the Finns said, 

ñLet him move to Finland, 

weôll protect him!ò 

Alexander II, Czar & Grand Duke of Finland 
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Favorite Escape 

Yacht, Tsarevna, well known 

Modest Fishing Cabin by the 

riverbanks of Langinkoski 

Enjoyed Simple Life ï to the 

Chagrin of the Court 

 

Alexander III, Czar & Grand Duke of Finland 
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Spent every summer holiday 

in Vironlahti, in the Finnish 

archipelago 

Hosted Foreign Dignataries 

Left with a Tear in his Eye on 

the Eve of WWI 

 

Nikolai II , Czar & Grand Duke of Finland 
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Neoclassical Style 

Economic and Cultural Center of Finland 

Finnish replaced Swedish 

Prominent Events to Promote Helsinki 
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Government (Senate) Palace (1822) 

East side of Senate (Town) Square 

Alexander II Statue (1894) 

surrounded by figures representing law, culture, and peasants 
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Old Church (1826) 

Temporary until Cathedral Completed 

Items from Ulrika Eleonora Church moved here (made room for Senate 

Palace) 
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Holy Trinity Church (1827) Oldest Orthodox Church in Helsinki 
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Helsinki Theater (Svenska Teatern) 

(1827 original) 

Replaced 1860 

Burned Down 1863 

Current Bldg - 1866 
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University 1829 

University Relocated from Turku 

Imperial Alexander University in 

Finland 1828ï1919 

University of Helsinki 

University of Finland after 1919 
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University (National) Library 1844 

University Relocated from Turku 

Archives from 1640  

Current Bldg ï 1866 Rotunda 1903 

Kirjaluola (Bookcave), a 57,600-

cubic-metre (2,030,000 cu ft) 

underground bunker drilled into solid 

rock, 18 metres (59 ft) below library 



Helsinki ï the Daughter of the Baltic 

Tuomiokirkko, the Helsinki Cathedral 

Finnish Evangelical Lutheran 

Tribute to Czar/Grand Duke 

Nicholas I 

1830-52 (22 years) 
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St. Nicholas Church (1917) 

Modeled after St. Isaacôs 

Ulrika Eleonora Church site 

4 Domes added Later (cross) 
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12 Apostles (roofline) 

Designed by Carl Ludwig Engel 

Neoclassical Style, reflects glory 

of ancient Greece and Rome 
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Nikolai Church and Library - 1837 
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Nikolai Church and Library - 1851 
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Uspenski Cathedral  

Designed by Aleksey Gornostayev  

Built 1862-68 

Eastern Orthodox ï Largest in 

West Europe 



Helsinki ï the Daughter of the Baltic 

Dormition or Assumption of Theotokos 

Designed by Aleksey Gornostayev  

Iconostasis  

Virgin & Child, Apostles, Angels 
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Nokia born as the Nokia Rubber Boots & Tyres - 1871 
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Horse-drawn Trams Established - 1890 



Helsinki ï the Daughter of the Baltic 

Helsinki - 1900 
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Universal Suffrage ï 1907 

Everyone 24 years old and over 
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Kauppatori (Market Square) ï 1907 
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Kauppatori (Market Square) ï Today 
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Helsinki Central Railway Station (Rautatieasema) - 1907 


