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Letôs take a visit to historic western capital of the Russian Empire. Peter molded the city 

he founded, which he saw as the nexus of a new social order in Russia that would place 

the country not only among the world's great powers, but also at the heart of European 

Culture. Followed by other Tsars, including Catherine the Great, the city saw several 

major construction projects in neoclassical style such as the National Library.  
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Succession Issues ï Bloody Upraising 

Peter Chosen (10 years old) 

½ Brother Ivan Crowned (mentally & physically incompetant) 

½ Sister Sophia Regent 

Age 17, Peter removed Sophia  

Sophia Alekseyevna 

Regent 1682-1689 

Ivan V  

1682-1696 

Peter I (the Great) 

1682-1725 
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Educated by Russians & Germans 

Became interested in Developments in Science and Technology 

As Pyotr Mikhailov traveled to Western Europe 
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Artillery in Prussia 

Shipbuilding in Holland 

Shipbuilding & Industry in England 
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Forced Nobles Western Education & Shave Beards 

Founded Russian Navy & Regular Army based on Compulsory 

Military Service for all Nobles  

Foreigners Sought as Senior Officers & Generals 



St. Petersburg ï Peter the Greatôs Vision of a Window on the West  

Won Northern War vs Sweden 

Gained Access to Baltic  

Founded St. Petersburg 1703- Made it Capital 1712 
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Peter the Great considering the building of St Petersburg on the shore 

of the Baltic Sea 
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Cabin of Peter the Great (1703-08) 
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Small Winter Mansion of Peter the Great (1708) 
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Winter Palace of Peter the Great (1711-53) 
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Summer Palace of Peter the Great (1714-25) 

Mix of Petrine & Dutch Baroque 
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Peter and Paul Fortress (1703) 
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Peter and Paul Cathedral (1712) 

Graves of Romanovs 

Lutheran Baroque Style 
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Peterhof Summer Palace (1714) 
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Catherine I (1725-27) 

Peter I 2nd Wife 

1st Bridges (St. Isaac's Bridge) 

Cooked Tended Garden in Cabin 
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Original Building Academy of Science 
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Podzorny Palace 
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Anna Ioannovna (1730-1740) 
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Many Churches & Palaces 

Layout and Planning of several regions and neighborhoods 

Church of 

Ss. 

Simeon 

and Anna, 

built 1731 
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Elizabeth (1741-62) 

Replaced Wooden Buildings with Masonry 
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Smolny Convent and Cathedral (1748) 

Commissioned by Elizabeth 
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Catherine or Winter Palace ï Tsarskoye Selo 

Named after Elizabeths Mother 



St. Petersburg ï Peter the Greatôs Vision of a Window on the West  

Peter III (1762) 
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Palace of Peter III at Oranienbaum (1762) 
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Catherine the Great (1762-96) 

Baroque to Neoclassical 



St. Petersburg ï Peter the Greatôs Vision of a Window on the West  

Catherine the Great (1762-96) 
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Marble Palace (1768-85) 
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Smolny Institute for Girls (1764) 
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Russian National Library (1795) 
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Bolshoy (Central) Gostiny Dvor (1785) 
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Alexander Palace(1792-96) 
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Paul I (1796-1801) 
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Mikhailovskiy Castle(1797-1801) 


