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1513 - Vasco Núñez de Balboa, 1st to Conceive idea of Canal

1534 - Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor ordered a route survey
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1668 - English philosopher Thomas Browne worthy of the attempt

1698 ï King William II of Scotland - Darien Scheme

1788 - Alessandro Malaspina plans of a canal
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1819- Spanish Plan

1846 ï US Treaties

1843 ï British Attempt

1888 ï German Proposals
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1875 ï Ferdinand, Viscount de Lesseps, the French originator of 

the Suez Canal and the Panama Canal

Pierce a canal without locks

New York Public Library's Digital Library (Public Domain)
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Culebra Cut - 1896

A man, a plan, a canal: Panama
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1885 ï Culebra Cut

 Barred by the Culebra cut and by the torrential Chagres River

Yellow Fever          Beyond Capacities          Corruption
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1886 ï French digging Culebra Cut

1888 -  $300 million was spent,  11 miles of canal had been dug, 

and 20,000 men died
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LôHopital Central du Panama

No window screens

Water stored in open barrels     Garden plants in open pots
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Aedes Aegypti - Yellow Fever

Anopheles Albimanus - Malaria
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"Speak softly and carry a big stick; you will go far."

1898 ï Guam, Philippines, Puerto Rico, Cuba, Hawaii

U.S. to wield the kind of power Europe did
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ñéburden of ócivilizedô nations to uplift óuncivilizedô nations,ò
Photo Credit: Public Domain ï Copyright expired

Serious military capability

Act Justly, Never Bluff

Strike When Prepared

Adversary Save Face
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Roosevelt Corollary to Monroe Doctrine ï

US had the responsibility to protect countries in the Americas from 

recolonization by European powers 

Roosevelt believed Americaôs interests were global
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Mr. Roosevelt Goes to Panama

1903 ï US Officially involved

1906 ï Roosevelt and his Panama Hat inspect construction
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Roosevelt on a Bucyrus steam shovel at Culebra Cut

Bucyrus supplied 77 of the 102 steam shovels used to dig the 

Panama Canal
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95 ton models with five-cubic-yard buckets eight tons of material

Crew of 4, Support crew of 6

Engineer, 2 Firemen, Craneman 
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1907

Culebra Cut
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1910 ï Canal Locks under construction
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1912

Pedro Miguel Locks

Gatun Locks
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1909

Culebra Cut

Steam Shovel No. 231

Multiple Rail Tracks

Unskilled Labor 10  an hour
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1st complete Panama Canal passage by a self -
propelled, oceangoing vessel took place on January 7, 

1914.  The Alexandre La Valley

During final stages of construction
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Formal Opening

15 August 1914 SS Ancon - First Ship to Transit Canal

Cost $375,000,000 ($10M to Panama, $40M to French company)
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$37,000,000
Below Budget
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John Frank Stevens - Chief Engineer (1905-07)

Heavy rains an frequent mudslides

Attach Red Tape, Attack Mosquitos, Attack Sea-Level plan

Lake and Locks
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Dr. William Gorgas ï Sanitation Officer (1905-07)

Drained swamps, swept drainage ditches, paved roads and 

installed plumbing. They sprayed pesticides by the ton.

Window Screens
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Colonel George Washington Goethals

Completed the canal

Experience building lock-type canals

Demanding and rigidly organized
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Jimmy Carter and Omar Torrijos shake hands moments after the 

signing of the TorrijosïCarter Treaties

Permanent Neutrality and Operation of the Panama Canal
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Transiting the Canal

Pacific Entrance

Miraflores Locks

Pedro Miguel Locks

Culebra Cut

Charges River

Gatún Lake

Gatún Locks

Atlantic Entrance

Photo Credit: Public Domain



Teddy Roosevelt and the Panama Canal

Panama City ï 34 Vessels per Day
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Approaching Miraflores Locks
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Miraflores Lake and Centennial Bridge
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Fort Clayton, Balboa (Miraflores)     Northbound Rear Lighthouse
Photo Credit: Tom Duryea


