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Visit Grand Bassam with its palm-backed beaches and French-colonial town center. Perhaps 
stop by its craft market and discover the craftwork of the local artisans. Or discover the former 

capital of cote and encounter the colonial buildings and botanical gardens. Do not forget to 
experience the local cuisine at a neighborhood restaurant.
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C¹te dôIvoire

'Union ï Discipline ï Travailô

'Unity ï Discipline ï Workô

29 Million

Languages

French (Official)

77 Other
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Abidjan

Getting Around

West African CFA Franc

605 = $1US

 Woro-Woro $30

Shared Taxi 

to Grand Bassam

City Busses 500 CFA

Gbaka (Something Spoiled)

Not Recomended
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Null Island

0ÁN  0ÁE

U.S., France, & Brazil installed 
a set of 17 Weather & Sea 

Observation Buoys
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Newly found Weapon & Tool Fragments 10,000 B.C.

Villagers Subsisted on Agriculture & Hunting through 16th Century

Ivory Trade Began in Roman Times

Borderland Areas became Great Empires
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Traders from North Africa

Met Tribesmen then Mali & Songhai 

Empire Traders

These traders went South to Jungleôs 

Edge to Trade for Ivory

1st Northern Traders were Berbers,

then Muslims
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Not Strong Kingdoms

Decentralized Family Lead Chiefdoms

Small-Scale Backwater Societies

Little Beyond Village Level
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Europeans not Interested

Lack of Harbors - Swampland

French Mission Assinie (1687)

French Admiral Louis Édouard 

Bouët-Willaumez signed treaties 

with the kings of the Grand-Bassam 

and Assinie regions, making their 

territories a French Protectorate

(1843)

Arthur Verdier (1878)

Resident of the Establishment
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Lt Louis-Gustave Binger

2 Year Journey of the Interior (1887)

Concluded Treaties Establishing French Protectorates
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French West Africa (1895 ï 1958)

Federation of 8 French Colonial Territories

Goal to Stimulate the Production of Coffee, Cocoa, & Palm Oil for Export
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Independence
President Félix Houphouet-Boigny 

Le Vieus (The Old One)

President 1960 ï 1993
Political Moderate

Economy Prospered
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C¹te d'Ivoireôs Economy

Worldôs Largest Exporter of Cocoa Beans $2.6B (All Cocoa Products $5B)

Gold $2.1B     Petroleum $2.7     Rubber $2.1B     Tourism $200M     Coffee $180M

Tipping ï 500-2,000 Francs ($1-$4) Restaurants



Abidjan ï Paris of Africa and C¹te d'Ivoireôs Economic Engine

C¹te d'Ivoireôs Crafts
Textiles     Hand Carved Items     Masks
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Civilizations Museum
15,000 Artifacts from 10,000 BC to 21st Century
Screens which Broadcast Relevant Information


