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Sierra Leone: Home of Boston King

In 1787 the British Crown founded a settlement in Sierra Leone in what was called the "Province 
of Freedom.ò 411 passengers sailed in April. Another 400 arrived in May. After the American 

Revolution, 1,200 Black Loyalist, including Boston King, joined the colony. More Blacks came 
from America and the Caribbean. The colony became the country of Sierra Leone in 1961.
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Tranquil Hill, SC

Richard Waring Plantation

Father was stolen away 
from Africa when he was 

young

Father Fell Jemmy £300
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Born into Slavery in 1760

Boston grew up as a Slave

Houseboy until age 9

ña cattle and horse minder for his masterò
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Apprenticed as a Carpenter age 16

White Apprentices Blamed Him

for Missing Tools & Materials

Regularly Severely Beaten

Tortured & Flogged

Unfit for Work for 3 Weeks



Sierra Leone: Home of Boston King

White Apprentice óborrowedô a Horse

Knew he would be Blamed & Killed

Fled to Charlestown (1780)

Under British Control
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ñThe English had compassion upon us in the day of 

distress, and issued out a Proclamation, importing, 

That all slaves should be free, who had taken 

refuge in the British lines, and claimed the function 

and privileges of the Proclamations respecting the 

security and protection of Negroes.ò
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ñThey received me readily, and I began to feel the 

happiness, liberty, of which I knew nothing beforeò

He had no Carpenter Tools for Work

Caught Small Pox

Taken 1 Mile out of Camp
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Lord Dunmoreôs Proclamation

Fled to Charlestown (1780)

Offered freedom to Slaves who would leave 

Patriotic Owners

John Murray

4th

Earl of Dunmore
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Served as a 

ÅCarpenter

ÅOrderly

ÅMessenger

ÅDeck Hand
Å Man oô War ï Rebel Ship

Å Pilot Boat at NY

ÅTook the name ñKingò
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While in British New York, he tried to follow his Trade
Worked as a Servant

Met & Married Violet a Runaway from North Carolina



Sierra Leone: Home of Boston King

U.S. & British Peace Negotiators met (1782)
Americans demanded the British return all American 
Property, including Former Slaves
Sir Guy Carleton argued Black Loyalists were Free
5,000 Black Loyalists issued Certificates 
Guaranteeing their Freedom

ñé dispelled all our fears, and filled us with joy and 
gratitude.ò
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ñSoon after, ships were fitted out, and furnished with every necessary for conveying us to 

Nova Scotia.ò

ñWe arrived at Burch Town in the month of August (1783), where we all safely landed. 

Every family had a lot of land, and we exerted all our strength in order to build 

comfortable huts before the cold weather set in.ò
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Tools & Nails in Short Supply

Last to Receive Supplies

Knew how to Build Shelters for the South

Not Harsh Nova Scotia Winters

Wicker Walls tied together in a Cone & 

covered in Birch Bark
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WW I Trench Hut

Hole with a Roof
Roof of Cloth & Tree Boughs

Autum Arrivals

1st Winter
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Long Term Trench Hut Recreation

Temporary Shelters

Blacks Performed the Brute Labour

Some Lived this way Years
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Long Term Trench Hut Recreation     These Shelters were Supposed to be Temporary

Birchtown was a Town of Huts
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Shelburne, Nova Scotia


