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Dakar - A City of Extremes

Where horse-cart drivers chug over swish highways and gleaming SUVs squeeze 
through tiny sand roads; where elegant ladies dig skinny heels into dusty walkways and 

suit-clad businessmen kneel down for prayer in the middle of the street.

Dakhar, a Wolof name for the Tamarind Tree



Dakar - A City of Extremes

Senegal Transliteration of Zenaga/Sanhaja

Supreme Diety in Serer relion Rog Sene

Serer ño galò Body of Water

Walof pharse ñSumuu Gaalò our Canoe



Dakar - A City of Extremes

Inhabited in Prehistoric Times

Continuously Inhabited

Early Kingdoms 7th Century

Part of Ghana Empire
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Eastern Senegal part of Ghana Empire

Part of the Mali Empire

Islam Resisted

Important on Saharan Caravan Routes
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Portuguese Explorer Dinis Diaz (1444)

Cabo Verde ïGreen Vegetation

Trading Posts

Built a Chapel (1481)
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Portugal, the Netherlands, and Great Britain 

Competed for Trade (15th Century)

France took Control Goreé Island (1677)

Christian Missionaries 19th Century

France Expanded Inland (1850s)

Abolitionists
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Independence 1960

Léopold Sédar Senghor ï1st President

Advocated African Socialism

Became more Moderate over 20 Years
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Macky Sall - President 
2nd Term Ended April 2

Term Limits
Bassirou Diomaye Faye ïNew President

Youngest President
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Tipping is Uncommon in restaurants & taxis 

Dress & Behave Modestly in Public

Light, Loose, & Long-Legged Clothing

French & Wolof (some English)

96% Sufi Muslim

CFA Franc - ~600 to a $
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Islamic Mysticism

Adherents of Sunni Islam - Transcend Sects

Directs Followersô Attention Inward

Seek the Pleasure of Allah 

Purification, Spirituality, Ritualism,

Asceticism, Esotericism

Sufism - Tasawwuf
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Xaadir (QǕdiriyya)  12th Century

Tijaniyyah, the Largest (Fez, Morrocco) 

Mourides, the Richest & Most Active

Layene, the Smallest

Sufism ï 4 Main Brotherhoods in Senegal
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Agriculture 2/3 of the Economy

Peanuts, Sorghum, Rice, Corn, Cassava

Fish ï Main Export

 Minerals ï Phosphates, Aluminum

Oil, Iron, Gold, Salt

Tourism 10% $800,000,000 annually
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Phare des Mamelles ï Mamelles Lighthouse (1864)

Elevation 500 feet     Highest point Senegal Coast
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Phare des Mamelles ï Mamelles Lighthouse (1864)

Elevation 500 feet     Highest point Senegal Coast
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View of the Coast     Swimming & Fishing

Mosque of the Divinity
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Mosquée de la Divinité     Mosque of the Divinity (1973)

Mohamed Gorgui Seyni Guèye envisaged a grand mosque on the beach ï Vision from Allah
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Mosque of the Divinity

Non Muslims not Allowed Inside (pic from a Muslim friend)
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Massalikoul Djinane Mosque (Path to Heaven or Paradise)
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Free to Visit, Cover Shoulders, Legs, Hair (women), Avoid Prayer Time 
Fajr 04:36   Sunrise 05:46   Dhuhr 11:46   Asr 13:13   Magrib 19:22   Isha 20:18
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Massalikoul Djinane Mosque (Path to Heaven or Paradise)


