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Richards Bay 

Zululand and the Elephant Coast 

Visit this port city which began life during the Anglo-Zulu War of 

1879. Meet King Shaka, King of the Zulus and how he expanded 

his kingdom.  Investigate to interactions of the British Sir Henry 

Bartle Frere  and the Zulu King Cetshwayo. Take a look at 

tradional Zulu Weaponry and Military Innovations. 



Richards Bay ï Zululand and the Elephant Coast 

Practical Information 

$1=13.9 Rand    ú1=15.5 Rand 

The Port of Richards Bay is the gateway to the heart of Zululand 

and cruise ships are welcomed with a team of Zulu dancers and 

craft makers on the quayside. The ship docks near a marina with 

cafes and bars and free wi-fi. 



Richards Bay ï Zululand and the Elephant Coast 

Practical Information 

$1=13.9 Rand    ú1=15.5 Rand 

A tourist information office is nearby. Boardwalk Inkwazi Shopping 

center in Richards Bay boasts an eclectic mix of shopping options. 

It is a modern, scenic marina. Most times a shuttle to a modern 

shopping mall is provided for. 



Richards Bay ï Zululand and the Elephant Coast 

Practical Information 

There is an outdoor "mall" just outside the gate with a few stores 

are selling tours. Several private game reserves in the area within 

an hour's drive, but most of the tours occur during the high heat of 

the day when most animals are out of sight. 



Richards Bay ï Zululand and the Elephant Coast 

A Little History 

 

Vasco de Gama sighted the on Christmas Day in 1497 and named the 

country Terra Natalis, after the Portuguese word (ñNatalò) for Christmas. 

Portuguese had Trading Settlement 250 miles North from 1540ôs 

Interior occupied since the 16th century by the Nguni branch of the 

Bantu-speaking peoples 



Richards Bay ï Zululand and the Elephant Coast 

A Little History 

In the 1820s and ô30s the Zulu clan (Nguni), under Dingiswayo 
(1807ï17), Shaka (1817ï28) & Dingane (1828ï40), developed 
highly trained regiments producing powerful Zulu kingdom  



Richards Bay ï Zululand and the Elephant Coast 

A Little History 

 

British Port Natal (Durban) 1824 by Treaty with Shaka 

Captain A.F. Gardiner treaty with Dingane ceding the southern half 
of Natal to the British (1835) 

Made a Crown Colony (1856) 

Union of South Africa (1910) 



Richards Bay ï Zululand and the Elephant Coast 

Shakaland 

British Port Natal (Durban) 1824 by Treaty with Shaka 

Drive through Empangeni 

It is customary for unmarried Zulu women to go Topless 

Only local currency will be accepted at the curio shop 
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Shakaland 

 

Shaka Zulu Filmed 

Walking Tour of Village 
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Shakaland 

Beadwork, Weaving Mats, Sculpting Pottery, Baking Bread, 

Brewing Zulu Beer 
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Shakaland 

Chief's hut to observe Zulu Dancers 
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Shakaland 

Lunch 
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Hluhluwe Game Reserve 

Wear comfortable clothing, sunscreen, a hat and sunglasses 

Drive from the pier to the entrance of the game reserve is 
approximately 1 1/2 hours 
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Hluhluwe Game Reserve 
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Hluhluwe Game Reserve 
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St. Lucia Wetland Park (iSimangaliso Wetland Park) 

Involves walking over uneven terrain from the coach to the boat 

Wear comfortable clothing, sunscreen, a hat and sunglasses 
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African Fish Eagle 
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Dumazulu Cultural Village 

Wear lightweight, comfortable clothing, walking shoes, sunscreen, hat, & 

sunglasses. It is customary for unmarried Zulu women to go topless. 

No photographs or videos may be taken of the traditional healer, or sangoma. 
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Dumazulu Cultural Village 
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Dumazulu Cultural Village 


