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Tangier - Moroccoôs Cultural Kaleidoscope

Guarding the Strait of Gibraltar, Tangier has for centuries been Europeôs gateway to 
Africa. Its blend of cultures and influences is unique in Morocco. Explore Medina, a 
labyrinth of alleyways contained by the walls of a 15th-century Portuguese fortress; the 
green tiled Grand Mosque which has also served as a Catholic Cathedral and St 
Andrew's Church is one of the more charming oddities of Tangier. Donôt forget the 

Kasbah!
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Located 24 miles from Gibraltar & 9 miles from Spain

Not entirely Moroccan, European or African

Reputation for inspiring Shady Deals & attracting Foreign Misfits 

Home to various International Playboys, Artists, Writers, & all Kinds of Adventurers

Truman Capote called Tangier the "Ragamuffin City"
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Morocco 

Anglicization of the Spanish name 
Marruecos, derived from Marrakesh

Arabic, Berber & French

Free WiFi in Cafes Common

Spain - 9 Miles

Gibraltar ï 24 Miles

Tourism #1

Agriculture ï 40% of the Workforce

Industry

textile, chemical, mechanical, 
metallurgical, naval
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Morocco 

Moroccan Dirham

~10 Dirhams to $1 Dh10.5 to ú

Extremely Difficult to Exchange

Euros and US Dollars accepted also 
Visa & Mastercard
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Taxi

Blue with Yellow Stripe     Grand Taxi ï Pale Yellow

ú15 per Hour          ú15 to Hercules Cave

Chefchaouen (5 hours) from ú126 per adult

Kasbah ï İ Mile     Grand Socco ï 1 Mile
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From Ferry Terminal

Medina ï As you exit the terminal, across the street

Kasbah ï ½ Mile     Grand Socco ï 1 Mile

Cruise Pier from the 

Western 

Walls of the Kasbah
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Kasbah ï ½ Mile     Grand Socco ï 1 Mile
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Inhabited in Prehistoric Times

Continuously Inhabited

Hunters & Herders

Later Agriculture

European Genetic Contributions

Clay Figurines  Ostrich Eggshell Beads

Jebel Irhoud
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~600 BC Phoenicians & Carthaginians settled along the coast

Berber Kingdom of Mauretania 225 BC (King Juba II)

Berbers ï Roman Vassals called ñMauriò

Phoenician Tombs Roman Volubis
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Around 670 AD, the Umayyad Caliphate conquered most of modern Morocco
Berber population slowly converted to Islam

Enlisted Berber warriors for the conquest of Spain
Called them Barbar (Barbarians - Spoke other than Latin or Greek)
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Various Muslim Kingdoms Ruled during Middle Ages
1471 Portuguese Occupied Tangier

Converted Chief Mosque into a Cathedral Church

Dar Niaba Arch Portuguese 16th Cent
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Rodrigo Afonso de Melo, 1st Count of Olivença 1471-84 1st Governor

Passed to Spain as part of the Union

England's King Charles II as dowry of Catherine of Braganza

Praised by Charles as ña jewell of immense value in the royal diademò

Portuguese & Jews Run Off ï Constant Attacks by Locals

King Charles IIOlivença Family Crest
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Fell to Morocco 1684

Ali ibn Abdallah 1st Governor

Moroccoôs Diplomatic Headquarters ï 1st US Consolate
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Perdicaris Affair

Greek-American Ion Hanford Perdicaris kidnapped by Ahmed al-Raisuni (1904)

Preposterous Demands

President Theodore Roosevelt reacted with a show of force ï 7 Warships

The Sultan of Morocco was paid $70,000 ransom, & a further $4,000 to the US for Expenses
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ñRaisuli: To Theodore Roosevelt - you are like the Wind and I like the Lion. You form the 
Tempest. The sand stings my eyes and the Ground is parched. I roar in defiance but you 

do not hear. But between us there is a difference. I, like the lion, must remain in my 
place. While you like the wind will never know yours.ò - Mulay Hamid El Raisuli, Lord of 

the Riff, Sultan to the Berbers, Last of the Barbary Pirates.
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1912 Morocco became a French protectorate under the Treaty of Fez 

1956 Full Sovereignty

Tangier - 40,000 Muslims; 31,000 Christians; and 15,000 Jews

1975 Morocco annexed the former Spanish colony of Western Sahara

 Morocco is a constitutional monarchy



Tangier - Moroccoôs Cultural Kaleidoscope
Chicken Tagine

Chicken Breast

Almonds

Carrots

Dates

Onion

Honey

Cumin, cayenne pepper, ginger, 
coriander, cinnamon, garlic black 

pepper, salt
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Morocco Kefta Kabobs

Ground Lamb

Parsley

Cilantro

Mint

Paprika

Cumin

Turmeric

Ginger

Black Pepper

Harissa (Hot Chili Paste)
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Medina

Narrow Alleyways

Bustling, Colorful Souks

 Restaurants & Charming Cafes

Historic Landmarks

Rooftop Views of the Sea
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Narrow Alleyways

Bustling, Colorful Souks

 Restaurants & Charming Cafes

Historic Landmarks

Rooftop Views of the Sea

Kasbah at Highest Point


