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The Colonial Powers in West Africa

Led by the Portuguese, Britain, France, Germany, Spain, Belgium, Prussia, and Italy 

were involved in the scramble for West Africa.  Early colonies were along the coast, but 

spread inland as the New Imperialism began in the late 19th Century which generated

self-esteem across Europe.



The Colonial Powers in West Africa

Why Colonize Africa?          What was going on in 1400s?
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Afonso V of Portugal

Conquered Northern 

Morocco

Supported Henry the 

Navigator

Pope Nicholas V

Papal Bull ñDum Diversasò

ñReduce Saracens, pagans, 

unbelievers to slaveryò
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Dom Prince Henrique ñHenry the Navigatorò

Main Initiator of the Age of Discovery

Founded Estudo Geral (Univ of Lisbon) 

Imported Arab Teachers & Tools

Financed Exploration

Africa & Islands

Cape Bojador
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Used Advanced Caravels

Square Sails for Sailing into the Wind

Larger than Standard Caravels

Cape Bojador ï Point of No Return

Forecastle

Sterncastle (Quarter Deck)
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Looking for a Sea Route to Spice Islands

Gold, Ivory, Pepper, Cotton, Sugar, Slaves

Madeira - Wheat

Forts to Protect Trading Routes

Resupply Ships

Metal Knives, Beads, Mirrors, Rum, Guns
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Portuguese Trading Posts, Forts, Colonies

By 1571, a string of naval outposts connected Lisbon to Nagasaki along the coasts of 

Africa, the Middle East, India, and South Asia. 

Madeira (1419) 

Azores (1427) 

São Jorge da Mina (1479)

Cape Verde Islands (1462)

Sierra Leone (1462)

Soyo, Angola (1484)

São Tomé and Príncipe (1493)

Mozambique (1498)

Zanzibar (1503)

Puntland {Somalia} (1505)

Aden {Yeman} (1513)
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Enter the Spanish

Canary Islands 1402

Conflict with Portuguese

Spanish Guinea (1778)
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Papal Bull Inter Caetera (1493)

Pole to Pole Line 100 Leagues

West & South of the Azores

Treaty of Tordesillas (1494)

Meridian 370 leagues West of the Cape 

Verde Islands

Cape 

Bojador
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Papal Bull Inter Caetera (1493) Treaty of Tordesillas (1494) Treaty of Zaragoza (1529)
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Treaty of Tordesillas (1494)
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The British in Africa (~1500)

Followed Portuguese ï Trading Posts

Sierra Leone Colony of Freemen (1787)

Ruled 30% of Africaôs People at one time

Purchased Danish Gold Coast (1850)

Purchased Dutch Gold Coast (1872)

The Gambia (1816)

Sierra Leone (1787)

Gold Coast {Ghana} (1752)

Nigeria (1861)

King George III)
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Indirect Rule

English showed little interest in West Africa

Royal African Company (1660)

9 Trading Posts

African Company of Merchants (1752)

Transferred to Governor of Sierra Leone
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Indirect Rule

English showed little interest in West Africa

Royal African Company (1660)

9 Trading Posts

African Company of Merchants (1752)

Transferred to Governor of Sierra Leone
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ñLove of Adventure, Ardor for Scientific 

Discovery, Abhorrence of the Slave Trade, 

Missionary Zeal, and National Rivalryò
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France in Africa

Louis XIV, the Sun King

Not a Big interest in Africa, at First

Gum Arabic, Peanuts, other Raw Materials

The sun is the symbol of Apollo, 

god of peace and the arts
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Trading Posts & Forts

Dates became Formal Colonies

Land Locked Colonies to deter Germans

Mineral Wealth in Interior

Senegal (1659)

Mauritania  (1659)

Guinea (1898)

Mali (1892)

Upper Volta {Burkina Faso} (1896)

Côte d'Ivoire (1843)

Togo(1843)

Niger (1922)
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Was France Subject to the Treaty of 

Tordesillas or Papal Bulls?

Dry Plains, Desert, Muslim (North)

Rainforest, Animism & Christianity (South)

Progress

Civilization

Commerce
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After WWII Could not Afford Colonies

Dissatisfaction with Colonial System

African Representation in the French 

National Assembly
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William of Orange

Dutch United East India Company

Support Stations

Trading Posts

1598-1872

1652 - 1814

1641-48


