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West Africa Wildlife

The Big Five

Lion, Leopard, Rhinoceros, Elephant, & African Buffalo



West Africa Wildlife

Cape Buffalo (South Africa, Senegal - Sudan Buffalo)

937 to 1,918 lb 4 to 5ft

Herds of over 1,000

Bulls stay in Bachelor Herds

Wet Season Join Females

Graze on Grass 

& Chew Cud



West Africa Wildlife

Forest or Dwarf Buffalo (Ivory Coast, Ghana)

550 to 700 lb 3 to 4ft

Herds of Less than 30

Grasses & Other Plants

Near Clearings & Water Sources

Graze on Grass 

& Chew Cud
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The Big Five

Lion, Leopard, Rhinoceros, Elephant, & African Buffalo



West Africa Wildlife

African Bush Elephant (Namibia, Angola)

Male 6-8 tons Female 2.7- 3 tons

2,500 - 3,500 18th cent   Now 150

An Elephant is Killed every 15 min for Ivory

Moisture-Laden Vegetation in Riverbeds



West Africa Wildlife

African Bush Elephant (Namibia, Angola)

Pharyngeal Pouch in Throat

Spray Water for Cooling

Survive Without Water for Several Days

Leaves, Flowers, Fruit, Trees, Grasses



West Africa Wildlife

African Forest Elephant (Ivory Coast, Ghana)

Smallest Elephant Species ï8-10ft

20 Hours a Day Foraging                            

2-5 Tons

Leaves, Grass, Fruit, & Seeds



West Africa Wildlife

The Big Five

Lion, Leopard, Rhinoceros, Elephant, & African Buffalo



West Africa Wildlife

Black Rhinoceros (South Africa, Namibia, Angola)

Colors from Brown to Grey

4-6ft Tall 9-12ft Long

1,800 to 3,000 lbs

Run 34 mph

Leafs, Twigs, Fruit, Grasses

No Natural Predators
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The Big Five

Lion, Leopard, Rhinoceros, Elephant, & African Buffalo
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The Big Five

Lion, Leopard, Rhinoceros, Elephant, & African Buffalo



West Africa Wildlife

Leopard

(Namibia, Angola, 

Senegal)

Pale Yellow to 

Deep Gold

Males up to 200 lbs

Beetles to Antelope

Least Seen of the 

Big 5

Grasslands, Dense 

Brush, Desert, 

Forest
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The Big Five

Lion, Leopard, Rhinoceros, Elephant, & African Buffalo



West Africa Wildlife

Lion (Namibia, Angola, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Senegal)

Grasslands, Savannahs, & Shrublands

5ft Long 250 ï500 lbs

Inactive 20 Hours a Day 1 Hour Eating

Zebra, Buffalo, Wildebeest, Giraffe

Avoids Elephant, Rhinos, Hippos

Short Burst 37 mph



West Africa Wildlife

Lion

Attack Short & Powerful

Hold a Preyôs Neck for 13 minutes

Growling, Snarling, Meowing, Roaring

Purring & Humming

Roar at Night

Do Not Usually Hunt Humans 



West Africa Wildlife

Lion   



West Africa Wildlife

Cape Fur Seals (Namibia)

7 ft long 400-600 lbs

Dark Grey to Brown

Haul Out & Breed on Rocky Outcrops

Fish, Squid, Crab, Seabirds

Predators ïJackals, Orcas, Great Whites

Inquisitive & Friendly ïSwim Near Divers



West Africa Wildlife

Chameleon - Ground Lion

Feeds on Insects with its Sticky-Tipped Tongue

As Large as a House Cat

Namaqua & Dwarf Leaf Chameleon



Burchellôsor Plains Zebra (Namibia, Angola)

Never been Truly Domesticated

Savannahs, Grasslands, Woodlands

3-7ft 500-700 lbs



West Africa Wildlife

Springbok (Namibia, Angola, South Africa)
2-3 ft 60-90 lbs

White Face, Black Stripe, Horns Curve Backwards
Shrubs & Succulents



West Africa Wildlife

Springbok

Pronking

Leaping 7ft in 
the Air



West Africa Wildlife

Angolan Giraffe (Namibia, Angola)

19ft Tall ï2,800 lbs Males Fight by Swinging their Heads

Trees & Bushes Commiphora (Myrrh) Trees being their Utmost Favorite.



West Africa Wildlife

Giraffe


